Jesus the Story-Teller - Parable of the Sower (mark 4:1-20)

· Jesus was a great preacher – Matt.7:28-29. He often used parables – Matt.13:34.
· Why do stories communicate well? Because they hold our attention, stir our emotions and help us remember.

What do you think of the Bible?  Heb.4:12.  
M. Ghandi:  You Christians look after a document containing enough dynamite to blow all civilizations to pieces, turn the world upside down and bring piece to a battle torn planet. But you treat it as though it is nothing more than a piece of literature.
What methods does Satan use to take God’s word away from believers? His aim is to takes away the Word of God from people's minds and hearts.  

Why does it matter if Satan takes the Word away from our hearts?
1. Fruit-bearing – v.20. 
Gal.5:22, 23.  John17:17.

2. Discipleship – Luke 6:43.

John 8:31.

3. Salvation – John 15:6.

Three Strategies of Satan to Take the Word Away 

1. Immediately—with Inattention, Ill-Will, or Ignorance – v.15.  


2 Corinthians 4:3–4.   
2. Eventually—with Shallow Soil and Persecution – vv.16-17.
3. Eventually—with Prosperity – vv.18-19.
how can we fight Satan?   James 4:7; 
1 Peter 5:8 – RESIST!
1. Prepare the Soil of Your Heart – v.20.
2. Listen with All Your Might to the Word of God 

3. In the Act of Hearing, Welcome the Word of God – v.20 – accept the word.
Psalm 19:10-11 – preciousness of God’s words.  
Which soil are you? 

· Am I a hard heart? ‘O Lord, soften my hard heart. Make me pliable and receptive to you word’.
· Am I a shallow heart? ‘O Lord, dig deeply into my soul and plant your word where it will never be uprooted’. 

· Am I a distracted heart? ‘O Lord, pull out my weeds! Tear then out by the roots and replace them with your own good plants’.

· Am I good soil? Do I receive and keep his word? If so, I may be known by good fruit.

How has my heart responded to the Gospel? ’Lord, break up the hard soil and the rocky soil and pull out the weeds and plant your gospel word deeply and permanently in my heart’. 

                                                       
 {Thanks to John Piper}

